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As o precoutionory meqsurq the Michigon Deportment of Heolth ond
Humqn Services typicol ly tests more thqn 1200 bqts for  rqbies eqch yeor
(K. Signs, in l i tt.), even though olmost oll (95%) qre negqtive for presence of
the virus (".9., Kurtq 1979). These bqts ult imotely ore identif ied to species
in o cooperqtive venture by biologists from Eqstern Michigon University ond
the Wildl i fe Diseose Loborotory of  the Michigon Deportment of  Nqturol
Resources. Documentqtion of such o lorge number of bqts provides voluqble
informotion concerning the seosonol qnd geogrophic distribution of these
mqmmols within the stote. In this note, we report o new, northernmost record
of the Evening Bot (Nycticeius humerqlis) in Michigon bosed on on onimol
submitted for rqbies testing.
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This bot, which wos negotive for robies, wqs found on o tree on I I June
2O16,5-6  f t  ( , | .5 - l  .8  r )  obove the  ground,  neor  the  shore l ine  o f  Loke
Michigon in northern Allegon Countn close to the border of Ottqwo County
(42" 43'N, 86o I 2'W). lt wqs received for rqbies testing by the Deportment

of  Heol th qnd Humon Services on l4 June 2016. The bqt wos cr pregnont

femqle with two fetuses, eqch with q crown-to-rump length of co. 0.5 in (12
mm).The mother hod o totql  length of  3.7 in (95 mm) ond foreorm length
of I  .5 in (38 mm). She weighed 0.4 oz (10.5 gm),  o l though dessicot ion qnd

removol of the brqin for testing hod undoubtedly reduced the octuql weight
by the time the bot wos exomined. The qnimol wos eosily identif ied qs qn

Evening Bot by its continuously curving trogus (o proiection qt the onterior
of  the eqr opening) ond the presence of  only one poir  of  upper incisors
(Kurto 2008). The skull qnd skeleton ore preserved ot the T. L. Honkinson
Vertebrote Museum of Eostern Michigon University (EMU M1232\.

The Evening Bol is o migrotory species thqt borely enters the Greqt Lqkes
region in spring ond summer (Kurto 2O17l,. The previous northern record
in Michigqn \Mos from Ann Arbor, Woshtenqw County (Auteri ond Kurtq
2015), the lqtitude of which is qbout 27 mi (44 kml south of the lotitude
of copture in Allegon County. This species opporently is exponding its
rqnge northword, with multiple recent records from Michigon (Auteri ond
Kurto 20.|5) ond with both Wisconsin ond Minnesotq documenting their
first evening bots in 2O15-20'1 6 (Wisconsin DNR 2016, Minnesoto DNR
2O16). Some biologists hqve observed smqll-scqle spotiol shifts in octivity
ossocioted with niches vqcoted by species devostqted by white-nose
syndrome (Jochowski et ol. 2014l1, qnd Evening Bofs could hypotheticolly
toke odvontoge of this destobolizotion to expond their rqnge. However,
we believe thqt this is on unlikely explonqtion for the increosed number
of sit ings in Michigon, becouse the species of bqts most qffected by thot
fungol diseose, members of the genus Myotis (Turner et ql. 2011), hove
olwoys been uncommon in southern Lower Michigon (Kurto 2008). Insteod,
we speculote thqt the Evening Bot is exponding its ronge northwqrd into
Minnesoto, Wisconsin, ond Michigon in response to climote chonge ond
increosing temperotures thqt qre more conducive to successful reproduction
by this southern species.
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